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Abstract 
The family is the institution that has suffered greatly due to migration, because the migration of one of the partners 
sometimes damaged the intra-family relationships severely. Children were the most affected in the family, but also their 
educational status, their public perception and more than that, their emotional state.  
The main problem that I wanted to study was: what are the consequences of the affective and educative nature of 
parents’ migration related to their children. 
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1. Paper rationale: 
At the societal level, the belief that providing acceptable conditions in Romania is impossible develops 
more and more, the children aspiring, in their turn, to emigrate. Hypothetically, the phenomenon can join the process 
of the globalization or of people and goods’ natural movement between countries and continents.  
The most serious problem caused by Romanians migration abroad is linked to the situation of children left 
behind (temporarily abandoned): what will happen to these children, who will help them and if anyone can replace 
their real parents. Public opinion, mass-media and some investigations have shown that the role of the migrant 
parents is substituted relatives, especially grandparents or, in very low percentages, children were placed under the 
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state protection. 
Migrants who were able to survive abroad take their children to the new households in the destination 
countries so that Romania losses annually samples of children and through them, the social values.  
Migration has the strongest negative effect on the family, phenomena that are visible in our country: 
misunderstandings, intra-family tensions, t children’s under-control, juvenile delinquency, the inability of the parent 
remained at home to supervise children, grandparents situation without authority or too much love absenteeism, 
dropout, school failure, alcohol, smoking, drugs, and not the least, family breakdown, divorce. As the results of the 
work abroad began to become visible (properties, the availability of funding), the inhabitants of entire villages have 
gone to seek work abroad.  
 
2. Paper theoretical foundation and related literature: 
 
The family is the main source of support for children when faced with a problem. “It is first unit children 
come into a continuous contact with and the first context in which they develop patterns of socialization. It is a 
world where nothing can compare and it is also the most important agent of socialization.”(Pescaru, 2011) 
Generally, but with application to limit the negative effects of migration, it is necessary the development 
and the implementation of coherent public policy that would identify and monitor children left home, while 
increasing the capacity of the social assistance networks. Children whose parents are abroad should be considered at 
risk situation. 
The parents’ situation of working abroad causes a number of direct, significant effects on the family 
functionality, especially on the children who remain at home. Due to the problems related to the lack of effective 
supervision and the absence of a real family environment, children left behind are vulnerable to abuse, labour 
exploitation and other similar situations. This category of children has been and is increasingly being affected by 
lower school performance, with the increasing dropout climax even from early ages.(Cruceru, 2010) 
 
3. Methodology: 
 
Our survey is based on a sociologic questionnaire applied to 118 respondents, between 21-55 years old, 
who know such children whose parents went abroad to work. We used a questionnaire administered with the help of 
an online platform, which included easy questions. 
 The work hypothesis which I verified very closely during the research was:  
 If the parents who migrated let their children with relatives or acquaintances, then their leaving will lead 
to negative consequences on an affective and educative plan on children. 
 By applying the questionnaire we intended to obtain information related to: the functionality of the family 
in which one of the parents or both are left abroad; the educative consequences on children whose parents are left 
abroad to work; the consequences on an affective plan on children whose parents are migrants and who remained in 
Romania.  
The individual statements of children with migrant parents are extremely diverse and difficult to be 
categorized. Certainly, an important factor for the effects of parental migration on children left behind is the length 
of time the children are left home without one or both parents. 
 
4. Results 
 
Asked How much do you think migration affects family life, 52.54% of the respondents were of the view 
that family life is affected quite a lot, and 40.68% think it is very much affected. 
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Figure 1: How migration affects family life 
 
 
It is considered that the atypical families (broken by divorce or single parent ones) are not a priori factor of 
delinquency, except to the extent that impedes the basic functions: education and socialization of children. Only if 
the disorganized family is characterized by a psychological, pedagogical and moral inability, due to the lack of 
parental authority and control, it fosters the defective socialization. For this, it is essential the need of the minors to 
have a home, a space where they feel safe. Every child needs to feel that his parents care about him/her, they take 
part in events and issues in his life. All these in a framework in which to learn discipline, self-control and 
responsible use of freedom modes. (Banciu, Puşcaş, 2012) 
As related to how much children were affected by the departure of a parent or both parents working abroad, 
in the families we know, the interviewed respondents answered  that they were greatly affected (59.32%) and much 
enough (33 , 05%). 
 
Figure 2: How were affected children parents emigration 
 
 
 
It is obvious that the lack of children guidelines, lack of communication, ethical principles and moral 
failure or lack of appropriate models in the origin family, often combined with the frequent absence of parents, is a 
range of problems associated with the parents’ failure to transmit the ethical and the social values and seriously 
affect their growing and education. 
The next question concerns the respondents’ opinions about the negative effects that the parents’ migration 
might have on children. Negative effects that may arise could be the communication problems that children acquire. 
They become less communicative or introverted.  
Child communication with his parents is more difficult in families with migrant parents, which can be a 
negative influence on academic achievement and also the children of these families believe in the importance of 
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good grades less than other children. 
If one of the parents went abroad, the children began to have: 
 
       Table 1.  Communication problems 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 80.00 76 
No 20.00 19 
Total 100% 95 
 
The results presented in the above table reveals that 80% of respondents said that there are communication 
problems at these children, and 20% did not notice their existence. Children become introverted, very difficult to 
communicate with others, with family members left behind, the quality of communication is very important for 
solving problems that may occur especially in adolescence. These children are less receptive to the adults’ advice. 
86.60% of respondents said they had problems of emotion’ expression for children of families we know 
and whose parents are away from home, meaning almost all of the respondents. The first victims of this 
phenomenon are children whose emotional fragility exposes them to high risks becoming vulnerable to temptations 
and bad entourages. 
 
                     Table 2. Expressing emotion problems 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 86.00 84 
No 13.40 13 
Total 100% 97 
 
Among the interviewees, 75.29% know children with attention, concentration problems, in the families 
where a parent or both parents are abroad, meaning three quarters of respondents. It is obvious that some of these 
children may develop their mental, physical and education problems. 
 
                      Table 3. Attention, concentration problems etc 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 75.29 64 
No 24.71 21 
Total 100% 85 
 
     The majority (82.42%) of respondents stated that these children have social problems. If left to grow 
without the help they need, future adult personality has certainly suffered. To provide support to children in need, 
we believe that Romania will have to strengthen their material and human resources, administrative and legal 
measures, public and voluntary services. 
 
 
                       Table 4. Socialization problems 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 82.42 75 
No 17.58 16 
Total 100% 91 
 
Most of respondents, 89.36%, know children whose parents are away from home to work abroad and have 
problems at school, meaning lower results at school. So, the parents’ leaving abroad is, indeed, associated with 
poorer school performance of children left behind than children without migrant parents. 
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                     Table 5. Poor school grades 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 89.36 84 
No 10.64 10 
Total 100% 94 
 
91.40% of respondents felt that these children have behavioural problems. Undoubtedly, the family has a 
defining impact on the occurrence of juvenile delinquency. Unfortunately, the most affected function of the family 
in terms of parents’ migration is the educative one. “Within the family group, parents have a direct or indirect 
influence on their children’s educational and formative influence. Therefore, the importance of the minor’s family 
relationships should not be minimized. The studies have shown that the dysfunctional family atmosphere, the lack of 
parental authority, control and their affection, have led the children to adopt antisocial attitudes”. (Massey, Taylor, 
2004 ) 
 
                      Table 6. Behaviour problems 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 91.40 85 
No 8.60 8 
Total 100% 93 
 
In connection with unexcused absences of children left home alone, as a result of parents’ migration, 
81.61% of respondents are aware of such cases. The aversion or the lack of pleasure for children to go to school 
represents a problem. General theories of learning show, based on a research spanned on several generations, that 
the academic achievement and learning itself are strictly correlated with the pleasure or displeasure felt by the 
student in relationship with school and education. Children who do not get involved in learning do not have good 
results, learn harder, which can lead to loss of important opportunities throughout life. There is a significant risk of 
declining school performance of children whose parents are abroad. 
In the relation with school, these children who have one or both parents working abroad have a similar 
profile to those whose parents are separated or who have lost their mother or father. In other words, temporary 
departure abroad can have psychological effects on children, similar to those of long-term separation. 
 
                     Table 7. Unmotivated absences 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 81.61 71 
No 18.39 16 
Total 100% 87 
 
Almost three quarters of respondents (66.67%) said that among the children where one or both parents are 
migrants, some show a general physical state of exhaustion and fatigue. This condition is caused by the 
dissatisfaction with the situation they are in, their living dissatisfaction or the misunderstanding 
of others. 
  
                     Table 8. General physical state of exhaustion and fatigue 
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 66.67 56 
No 33.33 28 
Total 100% 84 
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81.61% of respondents reported irritability, nervousness or stress of children with parents working abroad. 
Everyday pressures of life ward off parents from their role as educators of their children by leaving to work abroad, 
function which cannot be fully implemented by the school. The studies show that these children who belong to 
families with low levels of education are more likely to commit crimes. The worst aspect however is the fact that 
those who are abused or neglected during growth and training, are more likely to turn into delinquents. 
 
                      Table 9. Permanent state of irritability, nervousness, stress    
Respondents options Percentages Frequencies 
Yes 81.61 71 
No 18.39 16 
Total 100% 87 
 
 Children whose parents are working abroad have, from the point of view of the education process, a profile 
similar to those living in families mono-parental families, due to the parents’ separation or the death of one of them. 
In their case, it increases their risk of recording problems related to their physical, mental and intellectual 
development, and behavioural problems may arise. The respective children, say psychologists and sociologists, 
develop intellectual personalities and therefore it is possible that, once matured, form a generation of adults with 
problems of social integration, the family values being appreciated by them when they become adults, which in turn, 
must build up a family. 
Some respondents, who considered particularly important the topic, filled in their answers with certain 
indications that they wanted to make known: 
 Observations, comments: Please add experiences/stories/personal events that seams relevant for this 
domain. 
 “The family cohesion decreases if related to the departure of any member of a family, to ensure a better 
life or for any other reason. It’s like when you take out bricks from the wall of a house, its resistance decreases, and 
in the end will collapse. Children from such families need to be raised by both parents, because this is the only way 
they could have a healthy, balanced growth.” (I.) 
“Taking into consideration the fact that I was one of those children left behind by parents with 
grandparents, I know quite well what happens with the respective child. Unfortunately, the financial situation forced 
my mother to go abroad where she spent seven years. Currently we all go to England for a better life!” (N) 
About what respondents think about the children who have parents working abroad and who feel 
abandoned, half of them (50.00%) believe that there is a number of children trying this feeling, 33.05% consider that 
many children feel abandoned. Probably, almost 83.05% know kids who have tried this sense of abandonment. 
Teachers, other responsible persons, have found that children tend to become isolated, introverted, apathetic, 
thinkers. Depriving children of parental affection, influence the development of their personality.  
 
Figure 3: How many children feel abandoned by their parents 
 
More than three quarters of surveyed people know a significant number of cases of children who have one 
or both parents working abroad, so as to be able to express opinions about the negative effects of affective, 
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educational and behavioural plan on children, but also about the situation these families have. 
 
Figure 4: How many cases of children with immigrant parents know 
 
The immediate consequences are in most cases com-behavioural manifestations as reactions to emotional 
trauma, however, the lack of assistance either at school or other institutions to mitigate these traumas, have great 
potential to affect the child’s personality on a long term. 
 
5. Discussions 
 
From other studies: “Remittances of the country are heavily dependent on projects about re-migration and 
migrants. Those who did not return home sooner or later, send less money at home. At the other extreme are 
migrants who are determined to return home. Even for this group, the gender differences are significant: immigrant 
women transmit large amounts of money in the country; for men, the maximum remittances sent recorded to the 
safety situation of their return. Building the financial return seems to be structured on a long-term for men and on a 
short-term for women.” (Sandu, 2010)The migration of parents abroad is strictly related to the labor market because 
the decision to migrate is usually related to the economic status in Romania.  
As explained in the paper, the negative impact that the family migration has is particularly, its effects are 
multiple: effects on parental relations; effects on children left behind; effects from deprivation of parental affection; 
effects on children’s involvement in school activities; effects that lead to abuse and deviant behaviour; effects on the 
rest of the family left home. 
The most serious problem caused by migration of Romanians abroad is related to the situation of children 
left behind (abandoned temporarily) what will happen to these children, who will help them and if anyone can 
replace their real parents. 
 
6. Conclusions  
 
Regarding the hypothesis that “if parents who migrated leave their children in the care of relatives or 
acquaintances, then their departure will lead to negative consequences on children’s affective and education”, the 
research results indicate that the negative effects on children’s education of whose parents are working abroad are 
multiple. 
On a long term, this generation of children deprived of parental love and family harmony can become one 
of problem adults. Psychologists do not exclude the possibility that some should become delinquents. Many children 
aggressiveness from the “Home Alone” generation, their refusal to accept that they have problems, pain caused by 
the absence of parents, makes them at maturity, a generation of socially non-integrated adults. A child who grows up 
without parents or without one of them will become an adult who does not understand the meaning of marriage, will 
not have confidence in the institution of marriage and, in people, in general. 
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It is absolutely imperative a sustained policy of the state intervention in such cases, using schools, because 
Romanian society has been subjected to bear the shock of migration that was not common in the ancient decades, 
was not sufficiently prepared and which continues to grow. 
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